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In trod ucti on

Ac cor ding to the una ni mo us opi nion of the au t hors of the pre sent pu b li ca tion,
Poli s h - Czech re la tions are cur ren t ly wi t nes sing one of the best pe riods in the ir
hi sto ry. A lack of ma jor di spu tes has co in ci ded with both the re cen t ly te r mi na ted
Czech pre si den cy of the Co un cil of the Eu ro pe an Union, and the pre pa ra tions for
the Po lish pre si den cy. The se cir cu m stan ces are con du ci ve to a mu tu al
rap pro che ment, but fu l fil ling the ir full po ten tial is still a task to be performed.

This task was un de r ta ken jo in t ly by the Cen ter for In ter na tio nal Re la tions and
the Pra gue Se cu ri ty Stu dies In sti tu te, which or ga ni zed two se mi nars in the se cond
half of 2009, de vo ted to dra f ting a stra te gy for co o pe ra tion be twe en our two
co un tries. The com pre hen si ve de scri p tion of Poli s h - Czech re la tions con sti tu tes a
new, bro a der ap pro ach to the se re la tions. The se mi nars iden ti fied the most ac ti ve
pla y ers in Poli s h - Czech re la tions in the pu b lic, pri va te and in cre a sin gly im po r tant
NGO se c tors. Va rio us fields of co o pe ra tion were di s cus sed, the aims of in di vi du al
en ti ties were exa mi ned, and, fi nal ly, me a su res for their implementation were laid
out.

The pre sent pu b li ca tion ma in ly con sti tu tes a ba c k gro und for the on go ing
di s cus sion, but also sum ma ri zes and de scri bes the most im po r tant mo tions that were 
ra i sed du ring the pro ject. The first ar ti c le is de vo ted to Poli s h - Czech re la tions in
terms of the ir ro ots in re la tions with ot her co un tries of the re gion. The fol lo wing text 
exa mi nes the cur rent po li ti cal si tu a tion in the Czech Re pu b lic and pre sents po ssi b le
sce na rios for the de ve lo p ment of Czech fo re ign po li cy. The next ar ti c le ou t li nes the
main pre sent and fu tu re chal len ges for the Eu ro pe an Union, which the Czech
Re pu b lic and Po land will also have to face. It is worth pa y ing spe cial at ten tion to the 
ar ti c le de vo ted to the key stra te gic aspects of Po lish and Czech mem be r s hip wi t hin
NATO and the EU. The last text di s cus ses Poli s h - Czech co o pe ra tion in the ene r gy
se c tor, as an espe cial ly to pi cal, but also sym pto ma tic exa m p le of both countries’
com mon in te rests. The fi nal se c tion of the pu b li ca tion in clu des con c lu sions
sum ma ri zing the key po ints ra i sed du ring the pro ject, which also con sti tu te the
im po r tant and practical recommendations of the entire publication.

The Cen ter for In ter na tio nal Re la tions is ple a sed to an no un ce that the pre sent
pu b li ca tion is part of the pro ject fun ded by the Mi ni stry of Fo re ign Af fa irs of the
Re pu b lic of Po land in the fra me work of the con test “Sup po r ting the De ve lo p ment
of Po lish – Czech re la tions”.
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