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Introduction

According to the unanimous opinion of the authors of the present publication,
Polish-Czech relations are currently witnessing one of the best periods in their
history. A lack of major disputes has coincided with both the recently terminated
Czech presidency of the Council of the European Union, and the preparations for
the Polish presidency. These circumstances are conducive to a mutual
rapprochement, but fulfilling their full potential is still a task to be performed.

This task was undertaken jointly by the Center for International Relations and
the Prague Security Studies Institute, which organized two seminars in the second
half of 2009, devoted to drafting a strategy for cooperation between our two
countries. The comprehensive description of Polish-Czech relations constitutes a
new, broader approach to these relations. The seminars identified the most active
players in Polish-Czech relations in the public, private and increasingly important
NGO sectors. Various fields of cooperation were discussed, the aims of individual
entities were examined, and, finally, measures for their implementation were laid
out.

The present publication mainly constitutes a background for the ongoing
discussion, but also summarizes and describes the most important motions that were
raised during the project. The first article is devoted to Polish-Czech relations in
terms of their roots in relations with other countries of the region. The following text
examines the current political situation in the Czech Republic and presents possible
scenarios for the development of Czech foreign policy. The next article outlines the
main present and future challenges for the European Union, which the Czech
Republic and Poland will also have to face. It is worth paying special attention to the
article devoted to the key strategic aspects of Polish and Czech membership within
NATO and the EU. The last text discusses Polish-Czech cooperation in the energy
sector, as an especially topical, but also symptomatic example of both countries’
common interests. The final section of the publication includes conclusions
summarizing the key points raised during the project, which also constitute the
important and practical recommendations of the entire publication.

The Center for International Relations is pleased to announce that the present
publication is part of the project funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Poland in the framework of the contest “Supporting the Development
of Polish — Czech relations”.






